Uhuru Ascent

National Public Relations Overview

Plan

The Uhuru Ascent (www.uhuruascent.com) was a recent national media relations assignment handled by Off Madison Ave. This project involved an extreme adventure and philanthropic endeavor organized by Darol Kubacz, a paraplegic veteran who embarked on a mountain climbing expedition in August 2006. Through national media relations, the agency successfully promoted this international expedition and raised awareness of the organization Mr. Kubacz founded, called Freedom For Life, which raises funds and offers a variety of athletic and outdoor adventures to disabled veterans.

Create
For the Uhuru Ascent, Kubacz set out to be the first unassisted disabled veteran to summit Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa. While he was unable to reach the top, he was the leader of the expedition team and set a great example for many veterans, disabled or not. The effort significantly increased the awareness of the need for opportunities, equipment and funding for others.

Off Madison Ave launched a media relations program and developed a press kit to garner national awareness for the Uhuru Ascent. The agency secured numerous local and national interviews for Mr. Kubacz, including TIME, Fox’s “Best Damn Sports Show,” Fox New York, Wheelin’ Sportsmen and Ability. As part of the fundraising and awareness effort, the agency also booked him to throw out the ceremonial first pitch for the San Diego Padres and Arizona Diamondbacks baseball games.

Achieve

Off Madison Ave utilized a variety of contacts it has with national sports publications and television programs, including such national media as USA Today, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, ESPN The Magazine, Sports Illustrated, ESPN2’s “Cold Pizza” and the Los Angeles Times. Mr. Kubacz’s mission served as a patriotic inspiration for many readers and viewers as he pursued a difficult endeavor and faced many challenges. 

